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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The declaration filed on October 14, 2005 under 37 CFR 1 .131 has been 
considered but is ineffective to overcome the Ikeguchi reference. 

The evidence submitted is insufficient to establish a conception of the invention 
prior to the effective date of the Ikeguchi reference. While conception is the mental part 
of the inventive act, it must be capable of proof, such as by demonstrative evidence or 
by a complete disclosure to another. Conception is more than a vague idea of how to 
solve a problem. The requisite means themselves and their interaction must also be 
comprehended. See Mergenthaler v. Scudder, 1897 CD. 724, 81 O.G. 1417 (D.C. Cir. 
1897). 

The evidence submitted is insufficient to establish diligence from a date prior to 
the date of reduction to practice of the Ikeguchi reference to either a constructive 
reduction to practice or an actual reduction to practice. Applicant has not in any way 
shown that diligence was practiced between the time periods asserted. 

The evidence submitted is insufficient to establish a reduction of practice of the 
invention in this country or a NAFTA or WTO member country prior to the effective date 
of the Ikeguchi reference. 

Under 37 CFR 1.131(a) inter alia, "...Prior invention may not be established 
under this section in any country other than the United States, a NAFTA country, or a 
WTO member country". There is no statement in the declaration that applicant was in 
such country as required above. 
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Further, Applicant provides no explanation of how the attached documentation is 
relevant to any of the pending claims. 



MPEP 715.07 clearly states" 

"The affidavit or declaration and exhibits must clearly explain which 
facts or data applicant is relying on to show completion of his or her 
invention prior to the particular date. Vague and general statements 
in broad terms about what the exhibits describe along with a 
general assertion that the exhibits describe a reduction to practice 
"amounts essentially to mere pleading, unsupported by proof or a 
showing of facts" and, thus, does not satisfy the requirements of 37 
CFR 1.131(b). In re Borkowski, 505 F.2d 713, 184 USPQ 29 
(CCPA 1 974). Applicant must give a clear explanation of the 
exhibits pointing out exactly what facts are established and relied 
on by applicant. 505 F.2d at 718-19, 184 USPQ at 33. See also In 
re Harry, 333 F.2d 920, 142 USPQ 164 (CCPA 1964)". 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed October 17, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues "Ikeguchi fails to teach or describe and at least selecting from a 
first input of a plurality of Inputs. Instead, Ikeguchi only shows and describes a single 
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terrestrial antenna input 100 receiving analog and/or digital broadcast signals". Digital 
tuner 101 and Analog tuner 201 are a plurality of inputs. Each receiver receives a 
respective signal and inputs the received signal into the system. 

Applicant argues the "Ikeguchi application fails to teach or describe at least 
limiting the channel map to the selected signal as recited claim 9". While the channel 
map ultimately produced may contain information regarding both analog and digital 
channels, the search shown in Figure 2 is limited to analog signals, therefore a full auto 
program has not taken place. S107 of Figure 2 does not map any channel information. 
SI 07 merely determines whether or not a channel map entry should be deleted. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-3, 7-10, 17-18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Ikeguchi (US Pat App Pub No 2004/003681 1 ). 

In regard to claims 1,17 and 18, Ikeguchi discloses a system and method of 
searching channels in a broadcast receiver. The claimed steps of "selecting a first input 



of a plurality of inputs" and "selecting a first single modulation scheme of a plurality 
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modulation schemes on the first input" are met by Figure 3, Item S202. The digital tuner 
is the selected input and the selected modulation scheme is digital. In this example, the 
modulation scheme is selected by the microprocessor 300. The claimed step of "tuning 
a plurality of channels for the identified single modulation scheme" is met Figure 3, Item 
S203. The claimed step of "determining if a broadcast is received on each of the 
channels" is met Figure 3, Item S204. The claimed step of "recording channels that are 
determined to receive broadcasts in a channel map according to the plurality of tuned 
channels for the identified single modulation scheme" is met Figure 3, Item S205. The 
claimed step of "not performing a full auto-program" is met Figure 3, Item S21 1 . Only 
the digital channels are seardned; therefore, a full auto program has not been 
performed. "When only a digital search for digital broadcasting is made in order to 
newly add digital broadcasting, a search time period can be similarly shortened by 
referring to a channel map which is already completed, to attempt to search for only 
channels other than a channel on which analog broadcasting is being performed. When 
either of the types of broadcasting is being viewed, a channel search is made using a 
tuner for the other type of broadcasting, thereby making it possible to also update the 
channel map. Specifically, while digital broadcasting is being received, an analog 
search is made, to update data related to an analog channel. When a channel on which 
it is judged that there is no analog broadcasting, as judged in the step S107 shown in 
FIG. 2, has already been stored as one on which digital broadcasting is performed on 
the channel map, data related to the channel is not updated. On the other hand, while 
analog broadcasting is being viewed, a digital search is made, thereby making it 
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possible to also update data related to a digital channel. The results of an analog search 
are given priority to, as judged in the steps S207 and S209 shown in FIG. 3, to neither 
make a digital search nor update data with respect to a channel which has been stored 
as one on which analog broadcasting is perfomned on the channel map" (Paragraph 
0101-0103). 

In regard to claim 2, the claimed step of "wherein the not performing the full auto- 
program includes terminating an auto-program after evaluating only the first modulation 
scheme without completing an auto-program for any other modulation scheme" is met 
by Figures 2 and 3. As can be seen by Figures 2 and 3, no further search is 
designated. One search may be performed after the other is finished; however, this is 
not required and is not necessary for merely updating the channel map. 

In regard to claim 3, the claimed step of "determining if the channel map includes 
an assignment for a first tuned channel", "identifying a channel name associated with 
the first tuned channel" and "replacing the assignment with the first tuned channel and 
recording the channel and the channel name in the channel map" are met by Figure 2, 
Items S204-S207. "When it is judged in the foregoing step S204 that there is 
broadcasting (synchronization can be ensured and a broadcasting station can be 
recognized), receivable channel information indicating that the current channel is one on 
which digital broadcasting is performed, which broadcasting station is performing 
broadcasting, and what modulation system is used, for example, is stored in the 
channel map inside the memory 303 (step S205). The procedure then proceeds to the 
step S206. When it is judged in the foregoing step S204 that there is no broadcasting 
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(no synchronization can be ensured or no broadcasting station can be recognized), it is 
judged whether or not receivable channel information indicating that a channel currently 
tuned in to is a channel on which analog broadcasting is receivable is stored in the 
channel map inside the memory 303 (step S207)" (Paragraphs 0064-0065). 

In regard to claim 7, the claimed step of "identifying channels not assigned in the 
channel map associated with the modulation scheme" is met by Figure 3, Item S209. 
"When the receivable channel information indicating that a channel which the digital 
tuner 101 is newly instructed to tune in to is a channel on which analog broadcasting is 
receivable is stored in the channel map, it is found that the channel has already been 
recognized as a channel on which analog broadcasting is receivable. Therefore, the 
microcomputer 300 does not search for the channel but gives to the digital tuner 101 an 
instruction to tune in to a channel on the high frequency side adjacent to the channel 
currently tuned in to (step S209)" (Paragraph 0069). The system identifies and scans 
channels not assigned to the analog map, which are the digital channels. The claimed 
step of "scanning a signal of the single modulation scheme for a first channel of the 
identified channels not assigned in the channel map" is met Figure 3, Item S203. The 
claimed step of "determining if a first broadcast is received over the first channel" is met 
Figure 3, Item S204. The claimed step of "initiating the tuning and the recording for the 
single modulation scheme when the first broadcast is received over the first channel" is 
met Figure 3, Item S205. 

Claim 8 is met by that discussed above for claims 1 and 7. 
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In regard to claim 9, the claimed step of "tuning in the signal" is met by Figure 3, 
Item S202. The claimed step of "tuning in each of a plurality of channels carried by the 
signal" is met by Figure 3, Item S209. The claimed step of "recording into the channel 
map each of a plurality of channels that deliver broadcast information" is met by Figure 
3, Item S209. The claimed step of limiting the channel map to the signal and not 
performing a full auto-program" is met Figure 3, Item S21 1 . Only the digital channels 
are searched; therefore, a full auto program has not been performed. 

In regard to claim 10, the claimed step of "wherein the limiting further comprises 
limiting the channel map to the signal and not generating channel map for other signals 
of the plurality of signals." is met by Figures 2 and 3. As can be seen by Figures 2 and 
3, no further search is designated. One seardi may be performed after the other is 
finished; however, this is not required and is not necessary for merely updating the 
channel map. 

In regard to claim 20, the claimed video processor coupled to the tuner is met by 
microcomputer 300 of Figure 1 . The claimed memory coupled to the processor is met 
by memory 303 of Figure 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 4-6, 11-16 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ikeguchi. 

In regard to claims 4-6, Ikeguchi discloses the claimed steps of "scanning a 
signal modulated by the first modulation scheme" and "identifying channels carrying 
broadcast information" as shown in Figures 2 and 3. "When only a digital search for 
digital broadcasting is made in order to newly add digital broadcasting, a search time 
period can be similarly shortened by referring to a channel map which is already 
completed, to attempt to search for only channels other than a channel on which analog 
broadcasting is being performed. When either of the types of broadcasting is being 
viewed, a channel search is made using a tuner for the other type of broadcasting, 
thereby making it possible to also update the channel map. Specifically, while digital 
broadcasting is being received, an analog search is made, to update data related to an 
analog channel. When a channel on which it Is judged that there is no analog 
broadcasting, as judged in the step SI 07 shown in FIG. 2, has already been stored as 
one on which digital broadcasting is performed on the channel map, data related to the 
channel is not updated. On the other hand, while analog broadcasting is being viewed, 
a digital search is made, thereby making it possible to also update data related to a 
digital channel. The results of an analog search are given priority to, as judged in the 
steps S207 and 8209 shown in FIG. 3, to neither make a digital search nor update data 
with respect to a channel which has been stored as one on which analog broadcasting 
is performed on the channel map" (Paragraph 0101-0103). "When it is judged in the 
foregoing step S204 that there is broadcasting (synchronization can be ensured and a 
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broadcasting station can be recognized), receivable channel information indicating that 
the current channel is one on which digital broadcasting is performed, which 
broadcasting station is performing broadcasting, and what modulation system is used, 
for example, is stored in the channel map inside the memory 303 (step S205). The 
procedure then proceeds to the step S206. When it is judged in the foregoing step S204 
that there is no broadcasting (no synchronization can be ensured or no broadcasting 
station can be recognized), it is judged whether or not receivable channel information 
indicating that a channel currently tuned in to is a channel on which analog broadcasting 
is receivable is stored in the channel map inside the memory 303 (step S207)" 
(Paragraphs 0064-0065). Although updating the map is disclosed, the reference is 
silent with respect to comparing the scanned channel with the mapped channels and 
initiating the tuning, the determining and recording when a difference is detected. 
Official notice is taken that it is notoriously well known in the art to compare current 
channel information to mapped information when updating so as to prevent 
unnecessarily deleting and rewriting the entry. Consequently, It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Ikeguchi with comparing the scanned 
channel with the mapped channels and initiating the tuning, the determining and 
recording when a difference is detected for the stated advantage. 

In regard to claim 1 1 , Ikeguchi discloses mapping channel information. The 
reference fail to explicitly disclose determining if a signal quality meets a predefined 
threshold prior to recording the information. Official Notice it take that it is notoriously 
well known in the art to determine if a signal quality meets a predetermined threshold so 
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as to prevent the user from receiving an unusable cliannel. Consequently, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement Ikeguchi with 
determining if a signal quality meets a predefined threshold prior to recording the 
information for the stated advantage. 

In regard to claim 12, Ikeguchi discloses that the modulation scheme is selected 
by the microprocessor 300 from the plurality of inputs/tuners. 

In regard to claim 13, the claimed step of "determining if a channel map exists for 
the selected modulation scheme" is met by Figure 3, Items S210. It is determined if any 
analog channels exist. "When the receivable channel information indicating that a 
channel which the digital tuner 1 01 is newly instructed to tune in to is a channel on 
which analog broadcasting is receivable is stored in the channel map, it is found that the 
channel has already been recognized as a channel on which analog broadcasting is 
receivable. Therefore, the microcomputer 300 does not search for the channel but gives 
to the digital tuner 1.01 an instruction to tune in to a channel on the high frequency side 
adjacent to the channel currently tuned in to (step S209)" (Paragraph 0069). The 
reference discloses that the channel map is generated for the entire channel (Figure 3, 
Items S202 and S21 1 ). The system identifies and scans channels not assigned to the 
analog map, which are the digital channels. Although updating the map is disclosed, 
the reference is silent with respect to comparing the scanned channel with the mapped 
channels and initiating the tuning, the determining and recording when a difference is 
detected. Official notice is taken that it is notoriously well known in the art to compare 
current channel information to mapped information when updating so as to prevent 
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unnecessarily deleting and rewriting the entry. Consequently, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Ikeguchi with comparing the scanned 
channel with the mapped channels and initiating the tuning, the determining and 
recording when a difference is detected for the stated advantage. 

Claims 14-16 are met by that discussed for claims 4-6. Except, the reference fail 
to explicitly disclose determining if a signal quality meets a predefined threshold prior to 
recording the information. Official Notice it take that it is notoriously well known in the 
art to determine if a signal quality meets a predetermined threshold so as to prevent the 
user from receiving an unusable channel. Consequently, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to implement Ikeguchi with determining if a signal quality 
meets a predefined threshold prior to recording the information for the stated 
advantage. 

In regard to claim 1 9, Ikeguchi discloses the receiving and mapping of digital and 
analog signal. The reference is silent with respect to the analog signal being NTSC and 
the digital signal being QAM. Official notice it taken that it is notoriously well known in 
the art to use QAM for digital signal and NTSC for analog signals for standardization of 
receiving equipment. Consequently, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to implement the reference with QAM and NTSC tuners for the stated 
advantage. 
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Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Manning whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7352. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JM 

December 1 6, 2005 ^ ^ , 



^ JOHN MILLER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 




